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languors of exhaustion. Work of itself did not fatigue him, partly for the reason, perhaps, that being varied and literary, the pressure was not severely felt on the nerves of sensibility. It was easy to throw from the mind what made no organic part of the mind. Then the even monotony of his labor reduced to a level all but the few very remarkable works which break np at long intervals the plains of the intellectual world.
In 1852, in connection with Bayard Taylor, lid compiled it "Handbook of Literature and the Fine Arts," a volume of 650 pages, 12ino, the second in a series of six, projected and published by G. P. Putnam, as a comprehensive cyclopaedia for family use. The book, though mainly a compilation, involved ranch reading and labor. An elaborate article on " Literature," probably from the senior editor's pen, was the most distinguishing feature in it.
When "Putnam's Magazine" was started, in 1858, Mr. Ripley was one of its early contributors. The article on George Bancroft (March, 1853) lays emphasis on the importance of the transcendental school of philosophy, of which Mr. Bancroft was an ardent adherent and an eloquent expositor, pays a warm tribute to " plebeian " institutions, and extols Kant. The article on Horace Greeley (Julyof indolence and thempathies, asually diminishes the causes of temptation."ence is acknowl edged universally as benign.", a resolution was passed by ihe stockholders, in meeting assembled, permitting
